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M. DE LA FATETTE* 


A FTER an acquaintance of nearly fifteen years, in difficult fitua- 
tions in America, and various conlultations in Europe, I Feci a 
pleafure in prefenting to you this fmall treatife, in gratitude for your fer- 
yices to my beloved America, and as a teitimony of my cfteem for the 
virtues, public and private, which I know you to poffefs. 

The only point upon which I could ever difeover that we differed 
was not as to principles of government, but as to time. For my own 
cart, I think it equally as injurious to good principles to permit them to 
linger, as to pufh them on too faft. That which you fuppofe accomw. 
pliihablc in fourteen or fifteen years, I may believe pradticable in a much 
fhorter period. Mankind, as if appears to me, are always ripe enough 
to underhand their true intereft, provided it be prefented clearly to their 
underftanding, and that in a manner not to create fufpicion by anything 
like felf-defign, nor offend by affuming too much. Where we would wiih 
to reform we muft not reproach. 

When the American revolution was cftablilhed, I felt a difpofition 
fit fcrenely down and enjoy the calm. It did not appear to me that any 
objedt could afterwards arife great enough to make nip quit tranquillity, 
and feel as I had felt before. But when principle, and not place, is 
the energetic caufe of adtion, a man, I find, is every where the fame. 

I am now once more in the public world ; and as J have not a right 
to contemplate on io many years of remaining life as you have, lam 
refolved to labour as fall as I can ; and as! am anxious for your aid and 
your company, 1 wifli you to-haften your principles and overtake me. 

If you make a campaign the enfuing ipring, which it is moll probable 
there will be no occafion for, I will come and join you. Should the 
campaign commence, 1 hope it will terminate in the extindtion of Ger- 
man delpotiim, and in eftablilhing the freedom of all Germany. When 
France lhall be furrounded with revolutions, Ihc will be in peace and 
fafety, and her taxes, as well as thole of Germany, will confcqucntly 
become lei's. 


Your fincere, 


Affedtionatc Friend, 


THOMAS PAINE/ 

tendon f Feb. 9, 179** 
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